Welcome to Ark Blacklands Primary Academy
Together we achieve

“My children have been happy and secure
at this school. It has the feel of a much
smaller school where everyone knows
one another.”
Mrs R.P. (Parent)

“We’ve been so impressed with the teachers’ attitudes
and ambitions for the pupils. We really believed our
children would do well here - and they have. I would
really recommend Ark Blacklands to any parent”
Lena Melville-Larsen is a parent of twin Year 1 pupils at the
school. She says it was Ark Blacklands’ commitment to the pupils
that made the school the right choice for her.

“Blacklands is a lovely school which offers a caring and
nurturing environment. There are good facilities
available, and the staff are approachable and supportive.
Both my children are very happy and settled at
Blacklands, and the great progress they have made in
this last academic year is testimony to this, and the
dedication and commitment of the teaching staff. ”
Mrs F. B. (Parent)

“The staff here care about the kids and really
want them to do well - I’m more than happy
with Ark Blacklands. If you’re looking for a
school that encourages children to excel, this
is the school for you.”
Mrs Karen Osmond
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Welcome

Welcome to Ark Blacklands Primary Academy, we are a community primary school who work very
closely with Ark Little Ridge Primary Academy to serve the local children of Hastings. We are a 3 form
entry school, with 75 - 90 pupils in each year group, ranging from reception through to Year 6. Our staﬀ
make a tremendous eﬀort to get to know each pupil and provide them with the very best care.

The vision for our pupils is clear. We believe that every child should have the
opportunity to succeed at university or in a career of their choice. We provide
them with the skills they need for success at secondary school and beyond.

At Ark Blacklands Primary Academy we have high expectations of all
our pupils. We know this is essential if we are to realise our vision.
We are dedicated to doing whatever it takes to ensure each of our
pupils succeeds. To achieve their ambitious goals, our pupils and
staﬀ work hard and have high aspirations.

We put English and mathematics at the heart of our primary
curriculum. Skills learnt in these subjects provide the foundations
for all learning. Our enrichment activities allow opportunities for
our pupils to develop skills in other areas of the curriculum.
We know that your child’s education is important to you and
we will do everything we can to make sure their time at
Ark Blacklands is enjoyable.
Lorraine Clarke
Executive Principal

Natalie Rankin
Head of School
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The Six Pillars

Like other Ark schools, we follow the Six Pillars. These are some
overarching principles which govern the way we work from day to day.
They are:

High expectations

We believe that, with the right teaching and support, every child is
capable of going on to university or into a rewarding career. So we
encourage children to aim high in everything they do.

Excellent teaching

In school, nothing makes a bigger diﬀerence to a child than great
teaching. We work especially hard to recruit, train and support
excellent teachers.

Exemplary behaviour

We are a warm, happy and inclusive school. We treat each other with
courtesy and respect, and we praise and reward good behaviour and
eﬀort.
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Depth before breadth

Doing well in English and maths is really important for pupils, as it helps them to succeed
in other areas. That’s why all our children have literacy, English and maths lessons every day.

More time for learning

We run a slightly longer school day, from 8.55am to 3.15pm. This gives us time to cover core
subjects thoroughly, as well as allowing plenty of time for extra-curricular activities such as
music and sport.

Knowing every child

We know that children do best at school when families and staﬀ work together. So we make
sure that every child knows, and is known by, every adult in the school. We also work closely
with families, keeping them up to date with how their children are doing and helping them
to support their children outside school hours.
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About Ark Schools
In 2014, we became an Ark school. That means we are
now part of the highly successful Ark network, a
high-achieving group of 34 non-selective academies in
London, Birmingham, Hastings and Portsmouth.

Each Ark school has its own distinctive character but
they all share the same mission: to make sure every
child does well enough to go on to university or into a
career of their choice.
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Our Community

Ark Blacklands Primary Academy oﬀers Breakfast and
After School clubs to ensure your child is well looked
after outside of school hours. This provision provides a
valuable service to our working parents. Please contact
the oﬃce for details of costs and charges.

The academy also oﬀers a wide range of enrichment
programmes to provide additional tuition in sports,
music and the Arts. Please see our academy website for
details of all the clubs and enrichment programmes on
oﬀer.

We have a very active Parent Teacher Association who
raise money for the school and put on annual events for
the local community. If you are interested in helping the
PTA, please let us know. They will value your support.

This is an extremely exciting time for you
and your child. We would love to tell you
more about what we can do to help your
child achieve their full potential in our
safe and supportive environment,
so please do get in touch.
Or better still, come and see us!
Ark Blacklands Primary
Osborne Close
Hastings
East Sussex TN34 2HU
Tel: 01424 429 279
Email: info@arkblacklandsprimary.org

www.arkblacklandsprimary.org

Copyright © 2016 S.Fittall @ Ark William Parker Academy

Get in touch

