29th May 2020
Dear Parents,
Update on school plans for re-opening
Following on from the Government’s announcement yesterday, where they confirmed that schools can begin reopening next
week, I am writing to update you on our planning for a phased and gradual return to school for our pupils.
The safety, health and wellbeing of everyone in the school is, of course our highest priority. To prioritise the safety of our pupils
and staff, we are not able to accommodate all the year groups the government has identified immediately. A phased opening will
be taken that is subject to a continuous risk assessment, so may change for safety reasons if necessary. The time school starts
and ends for your year group will also be different to normal school hours.
Therefore, in the first instance, Blacklands will be able to welcome back our Community Classrooms, followed by our Reception
children. Year 1 and then Year 6 will follow:
Date

Year Group

School day

st

Mon 1 June

Friday End Time

End of academic year

INSET

Tues 2nd June

Community Classrooms

8.45 – 3.15

12.30

17th July

Weds 3rd June

Reception

9.00 – 2.45

12.15

17th July

Mon 8th June

Year 1

9.30 – 3.00

12.30

17th July

Mon 22nd June

Year 6

10.00 – 2.30

1.00

17th July

ALL CLASSES WILL END AFTER LUNCH ON FRIDAYS WHEN THE SCHOOL WILL CLOSE FOR STAFF
PLANNING AND PREPARATION AND DEEP CLEANING.
We have done a great deal of detailed work to put in place all of the measures needed to make school as safe as it can be for
our pupils and staff. This is to ensure everyone stays safe and our arrangements are based on the numbers of children we know
are going to attend. We contacted parents of Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils last week to ask if you intended to send your
child into school. If you told us that you will not be sending your child to school, then we will not be able to accommodate
them at the moment. If you have changed your mind and have decided that you do want to send your child to school, please
contact the school at info@arkblacklandsprimary.org and if/when a place becomes available, we will let you know.
Please do not just send your child in as we will not have the available space for them.
During this time of phased re-opening, the safety of children and staff will be paramount and the school will undertake a number
of safety measures to make school as safe as possible. These will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Smaller class groups of no more than 15 pupils with 2 members of staff.
Regular handwashing within classrooms over the school day.
Staggered playtimes and lunchtimes so that class groups do not mix.
Individual classroom equipment packs that are not shared.
Enhanced daily classroom cleaning regime, including daily disinfecting of hard surfaces.
Restricted access to the school for visitors and parents/carers.
Packed lunches only that will be eaten in class groups (school will provide these for Reception/Year 1 and children
entitled to free school meals).
Staggered start and finish times for each year group.

It should be noted that Government guidelines do not specify social distancing in primary schools, but rather a ‘social bubble’
approach as detailed above where different groups do not mix. Within class groups desks will be spaced out and children will
have allocated desks but may always not be 2 metres from each other.
We all have a role to play to stop the spread of infection and we must all continue to follow the NHS guidance. If any student
has symptoms of Coronavirus, however mild, they must not come to school. If a child shows any symptoms at school, we will
contact their parents or carers so we can send them home. Anyone with symptoms must self-isolate and stay at home for at
least 7 days from when the symptoms started. Everyone in the household of someone with symptoms must stay at home for 14
days - they should not go to work, school or use public transport or taxis. Nobody should go out even to buy food or other
essentials, and any exercise must be taken at home.
Anyone with symptoms should immediately arrange to have a Coronavirus test. If a student’s test is negative, they can come
back to school. If the test is positive, they cannot come back to school until they have recovered, the minimum time they must
stay at home is 7 days. Once your child has a Coronavirus test, you must let us know the result as soon as possible. If the test is
positive, we will need to advise everyone in their class group to stay home for 14 days.
All the information about what to do if you have symptoms is available the Government website here
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-withpossible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
This has been a very unsettling time for everyone and we want to make sure that all of our children enjoy their time at school
when they return. We know that some of our pupils may be anxious about coming back to school, some may have had relatives
who have been ill with the virus, others may have been bereaved. We will do our very best to make sure that all children are
supported and enjoy returning to learning at school. Please do let us know if your child might need some extra help when they
come back.
All of our teachers and school staff have worked incredibly hard to put all of the measures needed in place to make our school
safe, we really appreciate your patience and understanding whilst we made our plans.

Natalie Rankin
Principal

